
Le début du XXIe siècle 
est marqué par une 
révolution numérique 
qui traverse tous les 
secteurs des activités 
humaines.

Économie 
numérique : 
la protection 
des données
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The digital economy: data protection
At the time of writing this article, 

a draft bill to amend Law n° 1.383 

of 2 August 2011 on the Digital 

Economy has just been submitted to 

the Offi ce of the National Council.

This text is articulated around four foun-

dational principles which are: protecting 

information and individuals in the digital 

society, developing the digitalisation of 

communications, enhancing security for 

digital communications, and facilitating 

the use of digital technologies. It may also 

be useful to consider the relationship of 

this bill to two other draft bills: the draft 

bill to amend the law relating to the protec-

tion of personal data, and the law relating 

to digital identity. Indeed, the idea of trust 

should, more than ever, be the centre of 

gravity of this legislative ecosystem.

The start of the 21st century has seen a 

digital revolution which has touched all 

sectors of human activity and has led, as 

certain authors describe it, to the emer-

gence of a ‘Homo Digitalis’. The combi-

nation of the phenomena of digitisation, 

networking, and mutations in the online 

ecosystem require the ad hoc creation 

of a legal framework which seems to be 

the sine qua non condition for sustain-

able growth in a trusted environment. 

The emergence of the concept of ‘digital 

citizenship’ is the immediate extension 

of such an approach which re-focuses 

digital technologies around individuals 

and hands control back to them.

The trust which is the foundation of this 

new economy is intimately linked to fun-

damental rights belonging to the people 

affected.

In this respect, the draft bill to amend 

Law n° 1.383 of 2 August 2011 relating to 

the Digital Economy highlights the princi-

ples of neutrality on networks, of digital 

platform loyalty, and legal and technical 

security of digital communications.

On 25 May 2018, the General Data Protec-

tion Regulation (GDPR) came into effect in 

the European Union. This marked a deter-

mination on behalf of the European Union 

to regulate the digital economy based 

around a general framework which aimed 

to protect consumer privacy. The imple-

mentation of a legal framework based 

on the EU Regulation of 23 July 2014 on 

electronic identifi cation and trusted serv-

ices for electronic transactions within 

the internal market (eIDAS) shows a 

commitment to providing an appropriate 

response to the security requirements of 

interactions between public authorities, 

companies and citizens. The draft bill 

relating to digital identity lays the founda-

tions of digital citizenship using reliable 

processes to identify and authenticate 

people in both public and private operat-

ing environments.

Thus, the changes to Law n° 1.383 of 

2 August 2011 on the Digital Economy 

refl ect an acknowledgement of the 

growing role of digital technologies in 

all sectors of society, and the growing 

number of draft texts shows a systemic 

approach aimed at providing an appropri-

ate legal framework which constitutes an 

essential foundation for the development 

of Monaco’s digital economy, its innova-

tion and its appeal.

The start of the 
21st century has seen 
a digital revolution which 
has touched all sectors 
of human activity.
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